IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 



AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

STEPHEN W. DOWNING 
Application No. : 09/88 1 ,045 
Filed: June 15, 2001 

For: APPARATUSES AND METHODS FOR 
PERFORMING MINIMALLY INVASIVE 
DIAGNOSTIC AND SURGICAL 
PROCEDURES INSIDE OF A BEATING 
HEART 



Confirmation No. 5171 
Examiner: VI X NGUYEN 
T.C/Art Unit: 3731 

RECEIVED 

FEB 2 5 2004 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.136, Applicant hereby petitions for an extension of time of 
three (3) months, extending the time for responding to the Office Action of August 27, 2003 to 
February 27, 2004. 

A Credit Card Payment Form for the statutory fee of $475.00 is attached. Small entity 
status was claimed on the Petition for Revival of Application for Patent Abandoned 
Unintentionally Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.137(b) dated May 10, 2002. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 21-0684. Please also credit any overpayments 
to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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University of Maryland, Baltimore 
. t Office of Research and Development 

51-5 W. Lombard Street, 4 th Floor 
. Baltimore, MD 21201 

Telephone: (410) 706-1933 

Facsimile: (410) 706-1066 



Respectfully submitted, 




Aaron D. Adams 
Registration Number: 50,278 



